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The front of the house 
presents a formal yet 
modern symmetry 
that relaxes as the 
house unfolds toward 
the back. A grid of 
zinc-coated copper 
defines the entry. The 
same metal is used on 
the exterior trim and 
the decorative visors 
above the windows. 
An entry court flanked 
by groups of hawthorn 
trees reflects the 
landscape’s classical 
nine-square grid. 

The trick for this contemporary suburban Boston house—one that the design team

A SIMPLE TRUTH
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clearly mastered—was making the complex design look beautifully uncomplicated.
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It may be an odd question, but when you’re designing 
a new home, it’s one that requires an answer. Because 
what is a home, really, if not the physical expression 
of qualities like simplicity, or tranquility, or elegance? 
Arriving at the answer, though, is often less about 
aiming for a preconceived notion than making a 
series of small decisions that lead you, as if by hap-
penstance, to the place you want to be.

Designer Beth Martell calls it “the serendipity of 
design,” and after thirty-five years in the business, it 
still amazes her. So when asked to design the interior 
of a new home for clients in Weston, Massachusetts, 
she understood the decisions they made together at 
the start would lead them where they wanted to go. 

Martell knew her clients—a husband and wife 
with four teenagers—well. She had aided in a renova-
tion of their previous home, and worked with other 

ABOVE: The fireplace’s sculptural treatment adds 
subtle movement to the living room. The panels 
of the Nada Debs cocktail table can be recon-
figured for a variety of looks. RIGHT: Artwork 
by Richard Serra pops against the white walls. 
FACING PAGE: The entrance area features an open 
stairway supported by the walls and outfitted with 
glass  guardrails.

WHAT DOES SIMPLICITY LOOK LIKE?
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members of their family. By contrast, the couple 
engaged architect David Stern through a formal 
process, soliciting proposals and interviewing several 
architects before making their choice. Working in 
New England, Stern had designed his share of tra-
ditional homes. But his real passion is for contem-
porary design, which is exactly what these clients 
desired. “They definitely wanted a modern house,” 
Stern says, “and they had a pretty good vision of the 
types of spaces they wanted.” 

Those spaces included formal living and dining 
rooms, a large kitchen, a family room, office, bed-
room suites for the children, and a large master with 
his-and-her bathrooms. The list also included a kids’ 
hangout, an exercise room, and enough storage to 
keep the house from feeling cluttered.

Stern’s process, like Martell’s, opens the project to 
the inevitability of becoming whatever it wants to be. 
“I rarely start a project where we know what it’s going 
to look like when we begin,” he says. “We start with 

PROJECT TEAM

Architecture: David Stern, Stern McCafferty  
Architecture + Interiors 

Interior design: Beth Martell, Martell-Donagher
Builder: Kevin Lagassé, The Lagassé Group  

Custom Builders
Landscape design: Glen Valentine, Stephen Stimson 

Associates Landscape Architects

LEFT: The kitchen is defined by 
straight lines and sleek surfaces: 
glass backsplash, countertops, 
and upper cabinets; stainless steel 
walls; and a quartzite dining counter. 
BELOW: With a painting by Günther 
Förg and a niche for changing 
displays (this one a Lucite piece by 
Cec LePage), the hallway takes on 
a gallery-like quality. FACING PAGE: 
Carefully chosen accessories and art 
stand out against the dining room’s 
simple ripple-fold curtains and  
pale walls. 
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