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High-gloss finishes snd an LED firiure
Elms dubbed “the ring of fire” put same
shine info the living mom. The desp
window ses and sleeper sofa provide
‘extra room for friends and I'lmiy
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isn't something vou
hear a lot in conversations about
interior design. But it seems oddly
_ fitting when Dee Elms's client
i flt ) uses it Lo describe the creative
. collaboration that transformed a
oF v bland Back Bay apartment into a
i boldly beautiful home that reflects
. him—and his family—two a'l.
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Interior design: Des Elms, Elins Inlericr Design
Buibder: Chils Rape

sk, Sleeping Dog Prapeities
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for window-side dhning, 2nd topped off the new

tzland with: a dramate: waterfall of Calecatia

marble. FACIMG PABE: The bold, hand-painted
sz ol thee dining sucm creates a fvely

he owner

said, ' wani

a place that’s super

comfortable, that
I love, and that’s

{ IH\I z'nnti;;[] that
my kids’ [riends
will want to visit, "

recalls Dee Llms.

orm Appa-
seins iver this
i velvel dining
criroq. “T wantasd
it tovmake & splash, The dining roor
hesam  of statement that we'ne ot toa
b this howe. We're |

% Lo comyersa
arolyn Kotowski,
things T was willing



hi

kids, and hi

what he didn't like. 1 knew
and we could play

stand

hip vibe
hat up. But I also had to under-

how fur he would

choice of the chandelier led to a slew of agonixing
phone calls. @ kept thisking, this will ook ridiculous,

wrnd Lhen it pgoes up a

. e ekt g

e conversations were easier, such as the one
he kitchen, where Elms proposed painting

kmhu.u_-c “1 sabd, T want to paint your

cke, " she savs. “And he was like, Tm cool

Nov did he finch when she suggested carrying the

hlack into the wall treatment. “He just had so0 much

truet” Hlms says. Threaded with silver, the paper

actually appears much lighter than one would expect.

It was really a great

marriage of client to desgner

and designer to contractor, with outstanding results”
siys Chris Rape ping Dag
Properties, which managed the constractien. He

e as well as her

praises Elms's ability to comumunic
understanding of the choices required to achieve

bigh-sad “In the end, what you see i

b the ivirig-roe woodwork: "Bt hensdh

+ of decision-making. Those are

have with De

The high-gloss shine Rapezynski refers to bebongs

to a storage wall Elms designed for the living room
that pumps up the room's sophistication whils

providing closel space for the clivnt’s son when he

ik e also ditched the formal fireplace, putting

in its place a gas unit trimmed with riveted brass and

framed in markle. On the oppesite end of the en)

life really well,” says Elms.

n, gray tones play out
Llu:hn; he leather i

dants from Fuss Lighting hersg like tassels beside
the maglir bed. FACING PABE, LEFT: A lavorite piece
2 sed in Mew Orleans finds 3 hame
in |I|= masier closel FACING PAGE, MaaT: Designer
Dese Elins fevitsfized ssisting shehing and stevage
andwire and &

in the master closet with beefy
Hig

ass gray feish

the fin in the family room got & modern

mukeover as well. In both rooms, Elms had deep
windaw seats b
windows. “F

loved that idea” she says of her client.

e for people to crash”
ent relaxation

Crashing—or let

further encous fasmaly rooem’s cushi

sectional. “All three of my kids sasd, can we pleases get

a couch we can all sit on?” the homeowner says.

was the very fisst
T
children, the daughters pasticulary, ¢

piece we picked au

pghout the project, El

e would reflect their tastes as much as their

the sp




OFPOSITPARE: One wall of a bokd
fioesd print

é pri our Pper biightans
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fter a slew of agonizing phone calls, LSFTTO k. A o e i
o . . . . Pachures Ay d 0
{ “1 kept thinking, this will look i sot. s eptthe
s Is - . [ s ter b A repleced
ridiculous,” the owner says, “and then it i vy il ustorndesiingd.
. " o kirt on the marble top crestes
goes up and.. . Dee was right.

an ilasion of thick

Grow a Pair. “I

gatng in the
Their compramis

if natiredly deseribes

ou're in a dude zone,  the artw

svender drapery whe

ki, and his lide wal

friends

i e it

afour-to-ome vol
ter bedroom's
st the

poing to be using p
ke we balanced hi
really well”

Hannel pinstriped

“It fits perteetly there” Elms say
“Its so him.” mm

And, ghe adds.

it tiemns oul, when her client returmed from

a trip to New Orleans with & new purchase: a large

RESOUREES - For more isformation aboul his homs, see page 196,
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